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ought to be divided equally among the members of the community, ac-
cording to their abilities.
XIV.  Every citizen has a right, either by himself or his representa-
tive, to a free voice in determining the necessity of public contributions,
the appropriation of them, and their amount, mode of assessment, and
duration.
XV.  Every community has a right to demand of all its agents an account
of their conduct.
XVI.  Every community in which a separation of powers and a security
of rights is not provided for, wants a Constitution.
XVII.  The right to property being inviolable and sacred, no one ought
to be deprived of it, except in cases of evident public necessity, legally as-
certained, and on condition of a previous just indemnity.
OBSERVATIONS ON THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
THE first three articles comprehend in general terms the whole of &
Declaration of Rights; all the succeeding articles either originate from
them or follow as elucidations. The 4th, 5th, and 6th define more par-
ticularly what is only generally expressed in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.
The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and llth articles are declaratory of principles
upon which laws shall be constructed, conformable to rights already de-
clared.
But it is questioned by some very good people in France, as well as in
other countries, whether the 10th article sufficiently guarantees the right
it is intended to accord with; besides which it takes off from the divine
dignity of religion, and weakens its operative force upon the mind, to
make it a subject of human laws. It then presents itself to man like light
intercepted by a cloudy medium, in which the source of it is obscured
from his sight, and he sees nothing to reverence in the dusky ray.
The remaining articles, beginning with the twelfth, are substantially
contained in the principles of the preceding articles; but in the particular
situation which France then was, having to undo what was wrong, as well
as to set up what was right, it was proper to be more particular than what
in another condition of things would be necessary.
While the Declaration of Rights was before the National Assembly
some of its members remarked that if a Declaration of Rights was pub*
lished it should be accompanied by a declaration of duties. The obsqrva-
tion discovered a mind that reflected, and it only erred by not reflecting far
enough. A Declaration of Rights is, by reciprocity, a declaration of